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Cecil County Public Schools English Language Arts (ELA)  

Grade 4 Course Information 

Unit Title and Description Concepts Taught Standards Addressed Curriculum Resources for Teachers 

Unit 1: Attributes 

 

Description: 

 

Attributes are a quality or feature 

characteristics of someone or 

something.  

Students’understanding of 

attributes helps them to define, 

explain or identify something.  

Students will explore plays, 

drama, fiction, and nonfiction text 

to determine each genre’s 

attributes.  Students will apply 

their understanding of attributes 

across all content areas. 

 

 

Throughout the year, teachers 

embed certain standards (on-

going standards) along with the 

standards that are explicitly 

taught in each marking period 

unit.  The standards are listed in 

this first unit, recognizing that 

they are repeated in each unit of 

study. 

Skills for reading literature and 

informational text 
-Compare and Contrast 

-Inference 

 

Foundational reading skills 
-Letter-sound correspondence 

-Syllables 

-Roots, prefixes, suffixes, affixes 

 

Skills for writing narrative, 

opinion, information, and 

research 
-Compare and Contrast 

-Using descriptive details 

-Use appropriate sequence of 

events 

-Recall and gather relevant 

information 

-Use information from several 

sources 

 

Speaking and listening skills 
-Engaging in discussions 

-Active listening skills 

 

Language skills 
-Unit specific vocabulary 

-Sentence Conventions 

 

Explaining and Analyzing 
 

Reading Literary Text: 

- RL4.5- Explain the difference 

between poem, plays and prose 

(fiction and non-fiction pieces). 

 

Reading Informational Text: 

- See ongoing 

 

Foundational Reading Skills: 

- RF4.3- Know and apply the skills to 

decode words. 

 

Writing: 

- W4.3- Write about a real or 

imagined experience or event. 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

- SL4.4- Report on a topic or text. Tell 

a story or recount experiences. 

 

Language: 

- L4.1e L4.1f L4.2a 

- L4.2b L4.2c L4.3b 

- L4.5a 

 

Ongoing: 

- RL4.1 RF4.4 RF4.10 

- RI4.9 RI4.10 L4.2d 

- L4.4c L4.4b L4.4a  

- L4.6 SL4.1 SL4.6 

- W4.1 (a-e) W4.2 (a-e) 

- W4.3 (a-e) W4.4 

- W4.5 W4.6 W4.7 

- W4.8 W4.9 (a-b) W4.10 

 Houghton Mifflin anthologies, 

leveled readers, and supplemental 

texts 

 McGraw Hill on line leveled readers 

 Articles from CCPS approved digital 

databases including PebbleGo and 

SIRS Discoverer 

 CCPS approved Social Studies 

textbooks 

 Science text from FOSS kits and EIE 

kits 

 Tradebooks: From CCPS approved 

Tradebook list 

 Websites: 

 www.nationalgeographic.com 

 www.timeforkids.com 

 www.poetryarchive.org 

 www.poetryforkids.com 

 Refer to Unit Planner for more 

details about possible resources. 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.poetryarchive.org/
http://www.poetryforkids.com/
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Unit Title and Description Concepts Taught Standards Addressed Curriculum Resources for Teachers 

Unit 2: Interactions 

 

Description: Readers interact 

with the text. Interactions among 

people and the environment are 

essential and can have a positive 

or negative impact. How we 

interact with others is based on 

our perspective. Students will 

focus on nonfiction text while 

continuing to read fiction to 

identify interactions.  Students 

will apply their understanding of 

interactions across all content 

areas. 

Skills for reading literature and 

informational text 
- Identify text structures 

(chronology, 

problem/solution, 

cause/effect, comparison) 

- Explain and analyze 

- Identify grade level 

vocabulary and find the 

meaning 

- Compare and Contrast 

 

Foundational reading skills 

-See ongoing in Unit 1 

 

Skills for writing narrative, 

opinion, information, and 

research 

- Research 

 

Speaking and listening skills 

-Differentiate between formal and 

informal English 

 

Language skills 

- Word usage 

 

 

Reading Literary Text: 

RL4.7 

 

Reading Informational Text: 

RI4.4 

RI4.5 

RI4.7 

RI4.8 

 

Foundational Reading Skills: 

- See ongoing 

 

Writing: 

W4.2 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

- See ongoing 

 

Language: 

- L4.1a 

- L4.3c 

- L4.5c 

 

Ongoing: See ongoing standards from 

Unit 1. 

*Houghton Mifflin anthologies, leveled 

readers, and supplemental texts 

*McGraw Hill on line leveled readers 

*Articles from CCPS approved digital 

databases including PebbleGo 

*CCPS approved Social Studies 

textbooks 

*Science text from FOSS kits and EIE 

kits 

*Tradebooks: From CCPS approved 

Tradebook list 

*Websites: 

www.nationalgeographic.com 

www.timeforkids.com 

*Refer to Unit Planner for more details 

about possible resources. 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
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Unit Title and Description Concepts Taught Standards Addressed Curriculum Resources for Teachers 

Unit 3: Power and Forces 

 

Description: Power and forces 

that cause change impact our 

every day lives. Power can lead to 

positive or negative changes. A 

characters action, choices, etc. 

can have power over the plot of 

the story.  Students will explore 

mythology and text that 

exemplify heroism to discover 

relationships between power and 

forces.  Students will use their 

understanding of power and 

forces in all content areas. 

Skills for reading literature and 

informational text 

- Explain and analyze 

- Determine a theme 

- Compare and contrast 

- Characterization 

- Word analysis 

 

Foundational reading skills 

- See ongoing 

 

Skills for writing narrative, 

opinion, information, and 

research 

- Explain and Analyze 

 

Speaking and listening skills 

- Main idea and theme 

 

Language skills 

- Use words appropriately 

(word usage) 

 

 

Reading Literary Text: 

- RL4.2 

- RL4.3 

- RL4.4 

- RL4.9 

 

Reading Informational Text: 

- RI4.3 

 

Foundational Reading Skills: 

-See ongoing in Unit 1 

 

Writing: 

- W4.3 

- W4.9a 

- W4.9b 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

- SL4.5 

 

Language: 

- L4.1g 

- L4.3a 

- L4.5b 

 

Ongoing: See ongoing standards from 

Unit 1. 

*Houghton Mifflin anthologies, leveled 

readers, and supplemental texts 

*McGraw Hill on line leveled readers 

*Articles from CCPS approved digital 

databases including PebbleGo 

*CCPS approved Social Studies 

textbooks 

*Science text from FOSS kits and EIE 

kits 

*Tradebooks: From CCPS approved 

Tradebook list 

*Websites: 

www.mythweb.com 

http://greece.mrdonn.org/myths.html 

www.teachertube.com 

www.discoveryeducation.com 

*Refer to Unit Planner for more details 

about possible resources. 

 

http://www.mythweb.com/
http://greece.mrdonn.org/myths.html
http://www.teachertube.com/
http://www.discover.com/
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Unit Title and Description Concepts Taught Standards Addressed Curriculum Resources for Teachers 

Unit 4: Perspective 

 

Description: Your perspective 

has a powerful impact on your 

worldview and your interactions 

with others.  Situations can be 

viewed and interpreted from 

multiple perspectives. Students 

will explore a variety of texts to 

develop an understanding of how 

perspectives are shaped by life 

experiences.  Students will take 

into account multiple perspectives 

in all content areas. 

Skills for reading literature and 

informational text 

- Compare and contract 

- Point of view 

- First hand and second hand 

accounts 

- Summarize 

 

Foundational reading skills 

- Ongoing 

 

Skills for writing narrative, 

opinion, information, and 

research 

- Point of view 

 

Speaking and listening skills 

- Paraphrasing 

- Explain and analyze 

 

Language skills 

- Word choice 

- Sentence conventions 

 

Reading Literary Text: 

- RL4.6 

 

Reading Informational Text: 

- RI4.2 

- RI4.6 

 

Foundational Reading Skills: 

- See ongoing 

 

Writing: 

- W4.1 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

- SL4.2 

- SL4.3 

 

Language: 

- L4.1b 

- L4.1c 

- L4.1d 

*Houghton Mifflin anthologies, leveled 

readers, and supplemental texts 

*McGraw Hill on line leveled readers 

*Articles from CCPS approved digital 

databases including PebbleGo and SIRS 

(pros and cons) 

*CCPS approved Social Studies 

textbooks 

*Science text from FOSS kits and 

Engineering is Elementary kits 

*Tradebooks: From CCPS approved 

Tradebook list 

*Websites: 

www.readwritethink.org 

www.timeforkids.com 

www.scholastic.com 

*Refer to Unit Planner for more details 

about possible resources. 

 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.timeforkids.com/
http://www.scholastic.com/

